
CIVIL REQUIREMENTS: 

 Birth Certificates.  Certified 
photocopies can be obtained at 
the Bureau of Vital Statistics  
(City or State of your birth) and 
are required in order to get a 
marriage license. 

 Marriage License (valid, as 
required by law). 

 

 

CHURCH REQUIREMENTS: 

 

 Baptismal Certificates dated 
within six months of the wedding 
day. 

 Initial interview with the priest at 
least six months prior to the 
planned marriage date. 

 Certificate of attendance at one 
of the five qualified Marriage 
Preparation Programs. 

  Completion of the Pre-Marital 
Inventory. 

 Pre-Marital Affidavits (in some 
cases). 

Parish Guidelines 
for the Sacrament 
of  Matrimony 

St. Joseph Church 
1802 Tulane Ave 

New Orleans, LA 70112-2246 
(504) 522-3186 

www.stjosephchurch-no.org 
stjoseph@bellsouth.net 

TIMES AVAILABLE FOR WEEKEND WEDDINGS. 
 

 Friday evening between 6 & 7:30 p.m.  

 Saturday between 10 a.m. & 3 p.m. 

 Saturday  between 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO TO CONTACT TO HAVE YOUR WEDDING AT ST. 
JOSEPH CHURCH? 

 

Call the St. Joseph Wedding Director (Carol 
Monahan) between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or 
Friday at (504) 522-3186 ext. 143. 
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Date Revised:  1-17-2012 



WHY GUIDELINES FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY? 

The Catholic Church believes and teaches that 

marriage is a sacrament, a symbol of the love that 

Jesus Christ has for his people, the church.  As a 

sacrament, marriage is also a covenant by which a 

man and woman establish a partnership of love in 

Christ for the whole of their lives.  Marriage is 

ordered toward the good of the spouse and the 

procreation and education of children.  It is meant 

to be a life long commitment…”till death do you 

part.” 

Catholic parishes have the responsibility of 

assisting couples to understand and prepare for 

the responsibilities of the sacrament of marriage.  

With that in mind, we offer the information and 

guidelines that follow. 

WHO CAN MARRY AT ST. JOSEPH CHURCH? 

1. Parishioners:  Registered and active 
members of St. Joseph Church, who are free 
to marry in the Catholic Church, are welcome 
to celebrate their wedding at the Church.  
They must contact the Pastor or a priest of 
their own choosing at least six months prior 
to the planned wedding day.  This is true even 
if one party is neither a member nor a 
Catholic, as long as the party is also free to 
marry in the Catholic Church. 

2. Non-Parishioners: Couples request to be 
married at St. Joseph Church for a variety of 
reasons.  We welcome such weddings (in 
accordance with  Archdiocesan policies and 
those of St. Joseph Church). You should invite 
your Pastor or a priest or deacon (relative, 
family friend, etc.), who is in good standing, to 
preside and  officiate at your wedding. Note 
that at least one party must be Catholic in 
order for a wedding to be celebrated in a 
Catholic church.  

        It is important that you make the following  
        arrangements: 
 

  A visit to the pastor of the bride (or the groom) 
must be made a minimum of six (6) months 
prior to the wedding date.  In a mixed marriage, 
visit the pastor of the Catholic party.  Ask for 
written permission to marry outside of your own 
parish. This should be forwarded to the Pastor 
of St. Joseph Church. 

 Invite the pastor, assistant, deacon or other 
priest to officiate at your wedding.  The one who 
accepts marrying you will be responsible for 
taking you through the marriage preparation 
process and fulfilling all Archdiocesan rules 
regarding obtaining dispensations for a mixed 
marriage, an annulment if previously married, 
etc.  

 Please note that a priest or deacon who will 
officiate, or take part in your wedding ceremony 
in any way, currently ministers outside of the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans,  will need to seek 
approval from the Archbishop of New Orleans by 
way of a letter of good standing from his local 
ordinary in order to be eligible to minister  here. 
Also note that registration with the State of 
Louisiana may be required for those who are not 
Louisiana residents. Please contact the 
Wedding Director in a timely manner for 
information and instructions.  

GUIDELINES 

 CHURCH RENTAL.  Rental fees are charged for use 
of the church.  A non-refundable deposit of half 
the fee is required upon booking the church.  
The balance is due no later than 30 days prior 
to the night of the rehearsal.  

  Rental fee is  $2200, which includes the 
services of a wedding sacristan and an assistant 
sacristan/parking lot attendant. 

 CHURCH-WEDDING SACRISTANS:  The church will 
assign a wedding sacristan to assist you during 
the rehearsal and wedding.  The cost of this 
service  is included in the rental fee. 

 SEASONAL DECORATIONS.  While we make every 
effort to accommodate weddings, the church 
remains an active parish church.  Therefore we 
cannot remove seasonal decorations to 
accommodate individual weddings. 

 Aisle runners are not allowed, as stipulated by 
the Archdiocesan insurance company.  You 

must inform guests to refrain from throwing  
rice, seeds, bubbles, flower petals or confetti 
in the church for the same reason. 

 Rehearsals can be scheduled on  Wednesday 
or Thursday  between 5pm & 7pm.  Friday 
rehearsals cannot be scheduled prior to 3 
months before the wedding and can only be 
scheduled at that time if there is no Friday 
evening wedding . 

 Your personal involvement in your wedding 
and that of your attendants or relatives, such 
as reading from scripture, carrying the gifts to 
the altar, etc. is encouraged;  however, you 
must discuss this with the presiding priest or 
deacon during the preparation process. 

 Consult the priest or deacon who will be 
officiating at your wedding about celebrating 
your wedding without Mass, as in the case of a 
mixed marriage. 

 See the sheet enclosed in this packet for a list 
of suggested wedding service providers. 

 We expect your cooperation in ensuring that 
both your rehearsal and your wedding begin on 
time, and that the members of your wedding 
party behave appropriately  before, during, and 
after your rehearsal and wedding. 

 The church rental fee covers a 4-hour period:  
2 hours in advance of the contracted start time 
of the wedding for the florist and perhaps 
musicians to set up, and two hours after the 
contracted start time of the wedding for the 
ceremony and photographs after the 
ceremony.  (You must inform the Wedding 
Sacristan at the rehearsal if your photographer 
will take photos after the ceremony.)  Everyone 
will have to be out of the church at that time as 
the sacristans will darken and lock the church. 

 We would appreciate it if any flowers placed on 
the back altar be left in the church for Masses 
on Sunday.  All other flowers and other 
decorations brought into the church  must be 
removed from the church immediately after 
the wedding ceremony. 

 Please consult with Carol Monahan, St. Joseph 
Wedding Director about these matters. 

 

 MARRIAGE LICENSE.  You must bring your 
marriage license to the wedding rehearsal. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



